The Gulf of Mexico possesses a large and rich assemblage of tropical, subtropical, and warm temperate fishes as well as distinct shallow and deepwater faunas (Briggs 1974 , Marshall 1965 . Briggs (1974) estimated that over 300 species occur in the northern Gulf of Mexico. Although no complete list of deepwater fishes exists, the Texas Cooperative Wildlife Collections (TCWC), Texas A&M University has over 400 species collected from depths of 200 meters or greater in the Gulf of Mexico.
The fish fauna of at least the northern Gulf of Mexico is relatively well known although there are no comprehensive faunal accounts. Evermann and Kendall (1894) , Goode and Bean (1895) , and Jordan and Evermann (1896-1900) provided some of the earliest lists and records of Gulf of Mexico fishes. Later works include Baughman (1950a, b) , Briggs (1958) , Briggs et at. (1964) , Cashman (1973) , Hoese (1958) , Hildebrand et at. (1964) , Medina (1973) , and Springer and Bullis (1956) . Hoese and Moore (1977) and Robins et a/. (1986) have recently summarized primarily the continental shelf fish fauna. McEachran (1983, 1986) , Bullock and Godcharles (1982) , Burgess and Branstetter (1985) , Castro-Aguirre and Marquez-Epinoza (1981) , Eckmayer (1982) (Campagne 1984 , Castro 1983 . The four TCWC specimens were captured by mid· water trawls and plankton nets in the northwestern and southern Gulf of Mexico. Reports of its unique bite marks on longline caught swordfish suggest that this species and its congener, Jsistius plutodus, are fairly common in the northwestern Gulf of Mexico (John D. McEachran pers. comm.) .
lsistius plutodus is differentiated from I. brasiliensis by its teeth, dark pigment on the tips of the caudal fin, and no dark throat collar, (Castro 1983) . 
Grammico/epis brachiuscu/us
Poey (Grammicolepididae) Nelson (1984) recently stated that Grammicolepis brachiusculus was known only from Hawaii and Cuba. However, Quero (1979) reported the species from the Eastern Atlantic Ocean, and Trunov (1982) reported it from the southern Atlantic. I report here the first documented Gulf record from a single specimen from the northern Gulf of Mexico. The specimen matches the description given by Myers (1937) . Material examined: TCWC 5499.1 (1) 27°36'N, 94°46'W (400 m).
Xenolepidichthys dalgleishi
Gilchrist (Grammicolepididae) De Witt et at. (1981) 
Antigonia capros Lowe (Caproidae)
With a worldwide distribution in tropical and subtropical regions, this boarfish is common on the outer continental shelf and upper slope of the northern Gulf of Mexico (Berry 1959) .
I have examined a specimen of Anti· gonia capros from Campeche Bay, which represents a range extension into the southern Gulf. The specimen is easily identifiable as A. capros, rather than A. combatia, by the following counts: 8 dorsal spines, 35 dorsal rays and 28 anal rays (Berry 1959) . Material examined: TCWC 6097.9 (1) 18°50'N, 93°43'W (178m).
Rypticus Cuvier (Grammistidae)
The Atlantic species of Rypticus are shallow water fishes that occur in warm temperate and tropical waters from the Atlantic Coast of the United States to South America (Courtenay 1967 
Decapterus tab/ Berry and
Decapterus macarellus (Cuvier) (Carangidae) A midwater trawl collection from the western Gulf of Mexico contained one specimen of Decapterus tab/ (a Gulf record) and two specimens of D.
New records and ranges of fishes 139 macarellus (a significant range extension). All three specimens are juveniles and were easily identifiable using the characters of Berry (1968) . Decapterus tab/ is also known from the east coast of Florida, North Carolina, Bermuda, Colombia, and Venezuela. Decapterus macarellus, in the Western Atlantic, is known to occur from the Gulf of Maine to Brazil and is thought to occur in the southeastern Gulf of Mexico (Berry and Smith-Vaniz 1977) . Berry (1968) believed that adult Decapterus tab/ occurred in deeper off. shore waters than the other two species, although juveniles of all three species may be pelagic and occur offshore. Leslie and Stewart (1986) reviewed the New World species of Etropus and reported E. cyc/osquamus, E. microstomus, and E. rimosus as occurring only along the Atlantic Coast of the United States. The TCWC has several specimens of E. cyclosquamus and E. rimosus that are worth discussing in light of conclusions reached by Leslie and Stewart (1986) .
Etropus Jordan and Gilbert (Bothidae)
These three species are the only members of Etropus known to possess accessory scales, (Leslie and Stewart 1986) . One specimen (TCWC 6366.9) from off the Yucatan possesses prominent accessory scales. I have identified this specimen as E. rimosus by its shape and presence of ctenoid scales on the blind side. Leslie and Stewart (1986) doubted records of this species from Cuba although it does occur in the Florida Keys. They point out that the currents of the Florida Straits would prevent its occurrence south of the Keys. This range extension is even more unusual because the northward currents of the Yucatan Straits add another distributional barrier. It is possible that the specimen represents an undescribed tropical species.
Five specimens of Etropis cyclosquamus from the northwestern Gulf of Mexico represent the first report of its occurrence west of Mississippi Sound. Previous records indicate its distribution as being from North Carolina to the east side of the Mississippi Delta (Leslie and Stewart 1986) . Lack of records west of the delta have been attributed to oceanic currents preventing a westward migration (Leslie and Stewart 1986) . Briggs (1974) stated that the Gulf of Mexico possesses a rich mixture of temperate warm water and tropical fish faunas. He believed that the fauna of the shallow northern Gulf Coast is similar to, but isolated from, the warm temperate water fauna of eastern Florida. He regarded the southern Gulf of Mexico as a part of the tropical Caribbean faunal province and the northwestern Gulf as having an isolated and distinct fauna from that of the northeastern Gulf {Baughman 1950a, Briggs 1958) . However, the intra-Gulf of Mexico faunal regions are not as distinct as previously thought and there is a close affinity to the Caribbean fauna even in the northern Gulf (Cashman 1973 , Smith eta/. 1975 .
DISCUSSION
The new records and range extensions discussed here suggest that the fauna of shallow Gulf waters is richer and more complex than commonly believed. Rypticus saponaceus and R. subbifrenatus are tropical species that occur along the northern Gulf Coast while R. maculatus, a species that prefers cooler waters (Courtenay 1967) , occurs in the tropical southern Gulf of Mexico.
The records of Etropus rimosus from off the Yucatan Peninsula and E.
cyclosquamus from the western Gulf weaken the argument that currents are barriers to fish movements in this area (Leslie and Stewart 1986) . The ichthyofauna of the offshore waters of the Gulf of Mexico has been discussed by several authors (Bright 1968 , Grey 1958 , Marshall1965, 1979 , Springer and Bullis 1956 . All pelagic and deepwater species discussed here, except Lycenchelys bullisi, are found outside the Gulf, which supports the generally accepted notion that there are few endemics included in the offshore fauna. Bright (1968) and Briggs (1974) correctly state that the deepwater fauna is primarily an extension of the Caribbean Sea and adjacent areas of the Atlantic Ocean.
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